The Newsletter of the Red River Valley Railroad Historical Society, Inc.

February, 2009                    Shreveport, LA                       Our 28th Year

When Did The First Train Run To/From Shreveport ?    
This seems like an easy question to answer, but it isn’t. Several well-known and respected historians have published different dates for the event. Some of them will be quoted in this newsletter. If anyone has information that could settle the question, please let your Editor know.
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The photo above of the locomotive Sabine is shown in the book Chronicles of Shreveport and Caddo Parish by Maude Hearn O’Pry, published in 1928. O’Pry states that it was one of the first locomotives to run into Shreveport. Actually, it was a very similar locomotive, Southern Pacific’s Louisiana that made the trip. 

The following map and excerpts are from an article titled “Early Railroading in the Ark-La-Tex” by Tom Ruffin in the February, 1970 Shreveport Magazine: “The Ark-La-Tex was a booming area in the 1850’s. Captain Henry Miller Shreve had removed “the Great Raft” and opened up the Red River to traffic…In the 1850’s the steamboat was still king. The railroads, however, were beginning to make some inroads…The Vicksburg, Shreveport and Pacific Railroad Company was chartered to build a line across North Louisiana…The Civil War did come – and it forced stoppage on all railroad work in the area. Considerable progress had already been made. The Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas had finished one section – from Delta Point west to Monroe – and had graded another – Shreveport west to the Texas line. The Southern Pacific (originally called Texas Western) had started east from Marshall and soon reached Jonesville, near the Louisiana line. As the connecting railroad from Shreveport had not been completed…the road was extended northward toward Swanson’s landing, a port on Caddo Lake.
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FIRST RAILROAD into Shreveport was from the west, with the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Co.

preparing to link the Red River port city with Monroe on right-of-way extending to the east.




During the Civil War, Shreveport was serving as the capital of Louisiana and Marshall was serving as the capital of Missouri…connecting the two towns became a top priority…General Magruder, Confederate commander of Texas, ordered the removal of the tracks between Jonesville and Swanson’s Landing. Some of the rails were hauled to Shreveport to build the ironclad Missouri and some were used to lay track toward Shreveport. Some historians write that the first train from Marshall reached Shreveport in 1864. Evidence strongly indicates, however, that this was not the case. Rails were laid as far as Greenwood, Louisiana but it is doubted that they reached Shreveport at that time. 

By 1866, the Southern Pacific tracks had deteriorated considerably…J.M. Waskom became the new president and announced that he was bringing sufficient “iron” to fill the gap between Marshall and Shreveport. Later in 1866 the Southern Pacific finally established train service into Shreveport, utilizing trackage rights over the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas right-of-way east of the state line.

By late 1882, Texas & Pacific trains were running from New Orleans to Shreveport – and on to Dallas and El Paso. Progress was also being made to the east. The Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas – now renamed the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Pacific -  was busy completing the gap between Monroe and Shreveport. The final link was the bridge crossing the Red River in Shreveport, which was finally dedicated on July 1, 1881.” (Editor’s note: this bridge was actually dedicated in 1884)
In her 1968 Masters thesis titled “Building the Texas and Pacific Railway in Louisiana, 1850-1920”, Gay Griffith Means states on page 32: “The track between Shreveport and Marshall was completed on July 28, 1866, and on the next day approximately 150 to 200 Shreveport citizens boarded the cars and made the journey to Marshall…All the visitors had a delightful time traveling over the new railroad.” 

Viola Carruth, in her 1970 book Caddo: 1,000 wrote: “Railroad development began in this area with the chartering of the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Railway and the Texas Western Railway in 1852. Construction was begun at once…from Shreveport to Waskom and from Delta Point west, toward Shreveport…The Texas Western built a line from Marshall, Texas to Swanson’s Landing on Caddo Lake where freight and passengers were transferred to river steamboats. All the railroad materials, equipment and even laborers were brought up Red River by steamer…In 1864 a direct railroad connection between Shreveport and Marshall was completed under the direction of General J. Bankhead Magruder. The Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas railroad already had a line from Shreveport to Waskom, so General Magruder took up 14 miles of rails between Swanson’s landing and Jonesville, Texas and relaid them between Marshall and Waskom. By 1868 schedules were announced between Shreveport and Marshall…A passenger train leaves Shreveport daily (Sunday excepted) at 1 ½ o’clock p.m. arriving Marshall at 5 p.m. Returning …leaves Marshall at 7 o’clock a.m. and arrives Shreveport 10 ½ a.m.”
The Railroad and Souvenir Edition of the Shreveport Times dated May 20, 1896 states: “At the close of the war Shreveport had but one line of railroad, the Shreveport and Waskom division of the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Pacific, a twenty mile line of track, which was extended under a charter granted the Southern Pacific Railroad company in January, 1864.”
From Ox-Teams to Eagles, published by the Texas and Pacific Railway Company in 1947 said: “On September 11, 1862 the line of the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Railway Company between Waskom and Shreveport was leased, thus extending the line from Shreveport to Marshall…Travel along this line was not always regular or on schedule, but a trip from Marshall to Shreveport was likely to be an exciting one. One of the early engines was known far and wide as the “Bull of the Woods” because of its habit of boldly leaving the rails and charging head-long into the pine forest, felling trees left and right…”
Gay Means has clearly identified the first use of a locomotive in Shreveport for short runs. She states in her paper “Shreveport and Northwestern Louisiana’s Railroads: 1850-1860” (Winter, 1986 North Louisiana Historical Journal): “By April 1860, enough iron for eight miles of track had been received in Shreveport. The “B. M. Johnson”, a locomotive which had been stored in the Brooklyn warehouse opposite New Orleans, arrived in Shreveport in April 1860, and made an experimental run over approximately one and one half miles of track. According to the Marshall Texas Republican of April 1860, the locomotive, which was named for Shreveport banker Benjamin May Johnson, offered much pleasure and amusement to the juvenile population. Several cars arrived and were in operation. The track was extended to Jewella, then a settlement approximately four miles west of Shreveport.”
We think of Jewella as being part of Shreveport. An 1896 Shreveport Times described it as follows: “Four miles west of Shreveport on the Texas and Pacific railroad is the promising village of Jewella. The situation is one of the most picturesque to be found in north Louisiana, nestled as it is amid rural scenery, so attractive to all lovers of nature. The town boasts of five stores, a blacksmith shop, a mill and a gin, a good public school system, in charge of Miss Joe Gill, and an excellent church organization. The town was platted in 1871 and is destined to grow in importance…”
Several excellent papers on railroad history by Gay and others have been published over the years in the North Louisiana Historical Association Journal, now called North Louisiana History. The next issue, Winter 2009, contains a paper titled “Shreveport, the Heart and Transportation Hub of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi” by James R. Smith. The cover contains a photo of the locomotive Sabine slightly different from the one on the first page of this newsletter. An index and back issues of this publication can be found at the LSU Shreveport Noel Memorial Library and at other libraries. 

The Society Wants to Thank Bert Sams for Donating a Wooden 

Tool Chest for Use at the Rose Center !

The Bulletin Board - Events and Information for Railroaders
Society Meeting on February 20 at the Glen Retirement Village
The next meeting will be held on Friday, February 20 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium at the Glen Retirement Village, 403 East Flournoy Lucas Road. The Glen Retirement Village is located on the south side of Flournoy Lucas Road between Ellerbe Road and Youree Drive (Highway 1). (Please do not confuse it with the Live Oak Retirement Home located on the north side of Flournoy Lucas Road.) 

We will discuss the exhibit at the Spring Street Museum, museum site status and objectives for 2009. Discussion of this month’s newsletter will be solicited. A program will also be presented. At the January meeting we looked at some digital slides and a cab ride DVD on the big screen. For information or directions call Dave Bland at (318) 470-5933. 

Spring Street Historical Museum Exhibit:
“By Land, By Water, By Air: How People Moved in the Ark-La-Tex”
Most of us take transportation for granted, but the development of a society has always depended on its systems of transport.  This exhibit takes a look at the various modes of transportation which have influenced and aided the development of society in Northwest Louisiana.  Each month will feature a different system of transport and how it helped to shape the Shreveport area.  January -- Stagecoaches, Wagon Trains, & Steamboats

February -- Trains
March -- Trolleys, Street Cars & Buggies
April -- the Automobile
May -- Airplanes
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Call Debra Helton at (318) 424-0964 or see their website at www.springstreetmuseum.com for hours, information and directions. 
Upcoming Events  

February 21-22            
World’s Greatest Hobby on Tour - San Antonio, TX
February 28-March 1   
The Great Train Expo - Ft. Worth, TX
April 5


Texas State Railroad Steam Photographers Special from Palestine

April 18


Heritage Day at Southern Forest Heritage Museum in Longleaf, LA

May 16


Texas State Railroad Military Train from Rusk

November 8

Texas State Railroad Steam Photographers Special from Rusk

The President’s Message – February 2009
Hello Railfans:

As you all know, our main goal is to establish a Railroad Museum to collect, preserve and display railroad equipment and history. We have been working very hard with many people, have had many promises and many setbacks over the years. Members have come and gone because we have not made any progress toward our goal. I have been in the process of talking with people about two locations for the past year and these talks are still progressing.

At our meeting in January, Dale Ward made us an offer that looks to be something we need to check into. Dale mentioned that there is a building at the old Shreveport water pumping station (McNeill Street Pumping Station) that might be a place we could use as a museum to display and store our smaller equipment and artifacts. Also, there is a place to display D&R No. 10 on their property. Dale has been asking us to move D&R No. 10 to their location for some time. I am planning to meet with Dale soon and will report my findings at the next meeting.
Gary has informed me that he had a meeting with the people at the Rose Center and they were well pleased with our operation of the train during Christmas. They want us to do it again this year.

I would like to wish LaRay Cook a speedy recovery from her recent illness. See you all at the next meeting.

Happy Railroading!

Russell

Red River Valley
Railroad Historical Society, Inc.

2424 Lakecrest Drive    Shreveport, LA    71109

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/rrvrhs/

Russell Pedro – President         Dave Bland – Vice President

Gary Fox – Secretary          Bill Hasheider – Treasurer

Dave Bland – Newsletter Editor – 797-8008 – DDBland@aol.com
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is time to pay your 2009 Annual Dues
Please send a check or money order for $16.50 with this membership form to Bill Hasheider at 
6813 Despot Road, Shreveport, LA  71108

Name ______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________

City_______________________________     State______________      Zip Code__________
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